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Hello from en Taiko 

Welcome to en Taiko’s 5th annual concert "Oni Mask."  For nine years en Taiko 

has brought the energy, discipline, and tradition of Japanese taiko drumming to the 
youth of the Portland area.  Our objective is to reach out to a wider audience, and 
to promote the art of Japanese drumming, while improving the taiko technique and 
musical proficiency of our en Taiko members.  The concert is an opportunity for  
K-Gr. 9 members to showcase their power and artistry in front of a diverse 
audience.  Once again, en Taiko has collaborated with local marimba artist  
Eric Schopmeyer to create two new marimba pieces that debut at this concert.   
Join us as part of our community to celebrate the efforts and mastery of en Taiko! 

About “Oni Mask”: An “oni” is a kind of Japanese monster.  The mask shown 

on the cover is from the village of Nafune in the Ishikawa 

prefecture of western Japan.  Legend has it that the villagers 

of Nafune wore such monster masks while playing wildly on 

taiko drums to scare off an invading army in the  

16th century.  The courageous actions of the Nafune 

villagers are remembered in a special form of taiko known as 

“Gojinjo Daiko” that has been designated as a Cultural Asset 

for the region.  It is patterned after the drumming and 

costumes used by the villagers.  It celebrates the sweet people of Nafune, how they 

work hard every day and love festivals, and how they can be scary and fearless in 

defense of their home. It reminds us that sometimes life presents challenges, but 

music (taiko) helps to make life better.  Today, our little oni monsters will be  

Gojinjo Oni monsters trying to scare you! 

en Taiko Mission:  To foster a community where participants from various ethnic 

backgrounds work together to create music while learning the cultural traditions of 

others. 

Executive Director Kazuyo Ito:  Kazuyo was trained by taiko masters 

Takemasa Ishikura in Florida and Jyotaro Yoshimura in Japan.  
Before starting en Taiko in 2007, she performed with the Somei 
Yoshino Taiko Ensemble in California, Uzume Taiko in 
Canada, and Matsuriza at Walt Disney World for many years.  
Kazuyo, who is also Artistic Director of en Taiko, teaches the 
art of Japanese drumming throughout the Portland area in 
schools ranging from elementary to college.  She believes that 
taiko is about community.  Taiko transcends all cultures, it is 
universal, and anyone can do it. 

 

  

For more info about en Taiko please check our website:  www.entaiko.org 

                 or visit our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/entaiko.org 

https://www.facebook.com/entaiko.org


  

KIDS 1   Kinder - 1st Graders 

Saha Blau Julian DeLuca Olsen Flowers 

 Karin Hieggelke Sofia Kimura 

 Taiki McCollister Mika Sun 

PERFORMANCE GROUP 

Zoe Beyler 9th  Eleanor Golden 9th 

Makoto Barmon 8th Willie Shiozawa 8th 

Aidan Austin 6th  Aili Yamakawa 6th 

Sofie DeLuca 5th  

Norah Nakaji 4th Kellie Shiozawa 4th 

HONKI PERFORMANCE GROUP   2nd - 5th Graders 

Henry Bolch Nolan Day Iris Doyle 

Alexandra Setera Jinki Tomita Kaya Zuch 

KIDS 2   2nd - 5th Graders 

Otoha Barmon Karen Craig Juniper Goldberg 

 William Kaplan Marlie Maffit-Schluter 

 Calvin Stuczynski Saya Tipton 

en Taiko Groups 



Program 
1st Stage: 

Samurai Beat:  Kids 2 (2nd to 5th) & Honki 

Samurai warriors are strong and courageous.  en Taiko's signature song 

demonstrates the Samurai spirit of taiko drummers.  Kids 2 (intermediate class) 

play their first en Taiko signature piece together with Honki and the Performance 

Group. 

Mochi:  Kids 1 (K to 1st) 

The first lesson of taiko is voice.  Then, the next step is learning to sing together. 

“Kuchishoga” is a singing method where each syllable conveys information about 

how the drummer is to play a particular note. As they sing, each drummer shares 

their favorite food with you. 

Paranku:  Honki 

Paranku is a small Japanese hand drum used in a traditional event in Okinawa at 

festival time.  We arranged the en Taiko version with rhythm while the drummers 

sing of their favorite things! 

14 (Ju-shi):  Honki 

Honki’s signature piece.  “Honkie means “serious” or “with commitment.”  This 

challenging piece has 14 beats and incorporates rhythmic arm movements, 

creating a dynamic interplay of taiko and dance.  Honki members have to pass 

several auditions to become a member of the group.  They not only learn basic 

taiko drumming, but go further to create their own style. 

Dobutsu (Animals):  Honki 

This song features the paranku (small red hand drums) each of which has a 

different pitch.  Honki members introduce themselves by performing unique 

percussion passages that they have composed. 

Miyake:  Honki    [Traditional Japanese song] 
This is a traditional Japanese song from Miyake Island, a volcanic island off the 

east coast of Japan.  The island’s remoteness and the presence of an active 

volcano have presented the people there with many challenges, even to this day.  

Therefore, the islanders have long turned to taiko as a way to celebrate good times 

and to create community.  It is through their hardships and community spirit that we 

now enjoy a rich tradition of taiko music from Miyake Island. 

Bamboo Jamboree:  Honki 

Originally an African drum rhythm that we arranged to include an en Taiko festival 

mood to show our appreciation for your joining us today! 

Intermission – 20 minutes 

 

  



 

2nd Stage: 
Blood Moon:  Performance Group    [Composed by Eric Schopmeyer] 
Eric Schopmeyer’s signature piece was composed around the time of a lunar 

eclipse.  After a sparse introduction the marimba and drums sink into a 7/4 groove 

which builds into a frenetic drum solo that eventually dissolves, revealing the same 

atmospheric texture of the opening. 

Rain Drops:  Performance Group 

In Japan, the sound of rain is good luck.  This song is rain, wind, thunder, lightning, 

and then blue sky. 

Okedo:  Performance Group 

The Okedo drum has hand-sewn heads and is attached to the lightweight drum 

body with rope.  This type of drum is traditionally used during festivals where 

people can dance to the rhythm. 

Oni’s Pants:  Honki    [Japanese children’s song] 
Want to instantly make a connection with any Japanese person you meet?  Just 

hum this classic children's song and you're sure to get a reaction! 

Autumn Swifts:  Performance Group    [Composed by Eric Schopmeyer] 
Every evening in September thousands of Vaux's Swifts take shelter in a large brick 

chimney in Northwest Portland.  They circle and swoop and eventually dive in to 

find their perch for the night, all the while evading attacks from peregrine falcons. 

Cicada Summer:  Performance Group    [Composed by Eric Schopmeyer] 
Cicadas are a common feature of summer in Japan and the eastern US.  These 

beautiful large insects live underground as nymphs for years before emerging and 

taking flight, leaving their shells behind, and filling the summer air with song.  Then 

they lay their eggs and the cycle starts over again.  This year, some areas will 

experience the 17-year cicadas, the biggest invasion of them all! 

O-Jizo-san:  Performance Group 

Jizo are stone statues found all over Japan.  They watch over travelers, small 

children, and the souls of our ancestors.  There is a swing beat at the beginning 

which stands for their happiness.  Our oldest students, Eleanor and Zoe, 

demonstrate a close musical relationship which began in 2nd grade when they 

started taiko. Enjoy their rhythmic technique and dynamics. 

Synchronize:  Performance Group &Honki 

All drummers use an internal metronome.  Even though they start playing at 

different times, they synchronize at the end.  We are different.  We are unique.  Our 

drummers come from various cultural backgrounds.  Our drummers synchronize 

into a group, and captivate people with sound, rhythm, and movement.  Eventually 

coming together in an energetic and synchronized crescendo. 

Celebration:  Performance Group & Honki    [Composed by Eric Schopmeyer] 
An exuberant piece using rhythms and harmonic structures common to 

Zimbabwean marimba music. 

  

All taiko songs are original compositions by Kazuyo Ito unless otherwise noted. 
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Please consider making a tax-deductible donation  

at the front reception counter. 

en Taiko is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Federal Tax ID 27-2180026 

 

Did you know you can also support en Taiko through Amazon Smile?  
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases 
to the charitable organization of your choice.  Amazon Smile is the same 
Amazon you know.  Same products, same prices, same service.    
For more info, see:  https://smile.amazon.com 

Please choose en Taiko! 

Thank you to our Donors 
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Gregg Humphrey 
Edith Casterline 
Chris Doyle & Junko Iijima 
Morgan Kunze 
Christopher J. Bond 



 

TAIKO SUMMER CAMP 
 Location: St. Paul Church - 3880 SE Brooklyn St., Portland 
 
 Session 1:  Learn a different culture  8/1 - 8/5 

 Session 2:  Make your own song  8/8 - 8/12 
 
 Time: Mon. - Fri.  9:30a - 4:00p  (drop off from 9:15a) 

 Grades: Kindergarten to 5th 

 Fee: $248 

 
 

TAIKO CLASSES -  Fall Session 2016 
 Location: St. Paul Church - 3880 SE Brooklyn St. Portland 
 
 KIDS 1 9/6 - 10/18  Wed.  5:30 - 6:20p   $165 

 (K – 1st) Performance: Richmond Harvest Festival 
 
 
 KIDS 2 9/7 - 10/19  Tue.  5:00 - 6:15p   $185 
 (2nd – 5th) Performance: Richmond Harvest Festival 
 
 
 HONKI 9/6 - 12/13  Tue. & Fri.  2:30 - 5:00p 

 (Performance Group) *need to pass audition*  
 
 
 PERFORMANCE GROUP 9/9 - 12/13  Fri. & Sun.  4:00 - 7:00p 

 (6th & up) 
 
 
 FOR ADULTS 10/6 - 10/27  Thu.  7:00 - 8:20p 
  Through Portland Community College  (non-credit) 
  Location:   Metropolitan Workforce Training 
Center 
   NE Killingsworth St. & 42nd Ave., 
Portland 
 
 
 

For more info: visit  www.entaiko.org 
 or kazuyo@entaiko.org 

en Taiko’s first CD 
WOODBLOCK FACTORY 

is available for sale in the lobby for $5. 

[recorded and edited by Eric Schopmeyer] 

http://www.entaiko.org/

